INTRODUCTION
1 has previously been shown that abdominal symptoms are common in the general population. Estimates of the incidences in people not seeking health care range from 20-6% (1) to 17.1% (2) and in the latter study half of those with symptoms had not sought medical advice. It has a|so been shown that certain symptoms are present JT'ore commonly in irritable bowel patients than in paints with organic diagnoses, suggesting that a definite diagnosis of the irritable bowel syndrome can be rriade rather than relying on exclusion criteria (3) .
The purpose of this study was to find the incidence of Table 2 The Nature of the Pain in each Subgroup 
